
Production Information

Show Synopsis:

Miss Duncan, the Stratford High School drama teacher, has
always wanted to direct “Hamlet,” but from the very start her
production is doomed. The lead actor is a prima donna who
exasperates his peers. The other actors are either jealous that

they weren’t cast in different roles, or clueless. On opening night
the costumes still haven’t arrived, so the stage crew tries to

improvise with costumes from previous shows.The makeup is lost in a car fire, and the
actor who is to play Horatio calls from the hospital

A member of the cast has a cousin who is a professional actor,
and who recently performed in “Hamlet.” When he arrives, Miss
Duncan learns, much to her horror, that the actor played the role

of Hamlet, not Horatio. Chaos reigns as actors upstage each other, mis-cue each
other, and finally end up in a big fight. Add a nosy principal, a
visitor from an arts conservatory, and the pressure of trying to
fulfill the terms of a state grant, and we have the worst, and the

funniest, production ever of Shakespeare’s great tragedy.

Available Roles

Miss Duncan: The high school drama teacher. She starts off as an optimistic and eager leader, but as the
show begins to spiral out of control she becomes embarrassed and slowly loses her mind, while trying to
juggle all of the things going wrong.

Audition:Pg 17 (quince,

Callback;Pg 8,(Ben, Will) Pg 20 (drew

Mrs. Quince: The high school principal, an old lady who doesn’t understand the beauty behind theater.
She’s very strict when it comes to profanity in Miss Duncan’s productions and refuses to let the drama
department bring the school’s image down with it’s comedic yet tasteless shows.

Audition: Pg 17 (duncan

Callback: Pg 16 (Kathy)

Sarah: She plays Ophelia, has a very bratty attitude and forms a hesistant alliance with Ben due to their
common ground of hating Drew. Sarah is also cousins with Zack, the actor the department calls in to help
them, as he has previous experiences with Hamlet.

Audition: Pg 14 (Monolouge)

Callback: Pg 28 (Duncan, Zack)



Ben: He plays Polonius. Ben has a constant sarcastic tone that brings comedy to every one of his
appearances. His rivalry with Drew, which brings him and Sarah together, stems from his belief that the
role of Hamlet should've been given to him.

Audition: Pg 6, (will) Pg 10-11 (drew)

Callback: Pg 8 (duncan, sarah, will)

Will: He plays Rosencrantz. Will is a clueless and dumbfounded busybody that is loved by his peers and
occasionally pitied with how he always seems lost. He brings a comedic light to many of the more
helpless scenes.

Audition: Pg 6 (ben)

Callback: Pg 8 (Duncan, Sarah, Ben)

Drew : The original actor for Hamlet. Drew is a huge primadonna, his peers would even describe him as
stuck up and a perfectionist. An opening in the Arts Conservatory makes iself known and Drew begins to
grow anxious and worry more about the play than Miss Duncan. He sees Hamlet as his last chance before
going into a professional department, so he believes everything must be perfect.

Audition: Pg 10-11 (ben)

Callback: Pg 20 (Duncan)

Kathy: She plays Gertrude. Kathy is loud, immature, and a very fast, impulsive talker. Her interactions
with Miss Quince are incredibly comedic which creates a chemistry filled friendship.

Audtion: Pg 15 (Ashley)

Callback: Pg 16 (quince

Zack: He’s a professional actor and a retired member of the arts conservatory. Zack, now working at a
pizza joint, drops everything to fill in for the roll of what he think is Hamlet but is actually Horatio. He
tries to overthrow Drew by being the best actor, but unfortunately Zack cannot read the script.

Audtion: Pg 39 (monolouge)

Callback: Pg 28 (Sarah, Duncan)

Ashley:She plays Guildenstern and has a friendship with Kathy.

Auditon: Pg 15 (Kathy)

Callback: N/A

Josh: Josh plays a Ghost. He’s Kelly’s partner in crime in the makeup debacle and more than anything
wants this show to be over.

*Non-Auditionable

More of an ensemble character and will be determined after audition dates



Kelly: A makeup artist. She fills in for Jan, the original artist, who calls out sick. Kelly, when the makeup
and costumes go up in flames, tries everything to salvage the show, creating comedic scenes with her
experiments.

*Non-Auditionable

More of an ensemble character and will be determined after audition dates

Lucius Barrymore: A visitor from the Arts Conservatory. Lucius comes to the department’s production
of Hamlet to watch Drew’s performance. He has no lines and sits in the audience in Act 2.

*Non-Auditionable

More of an ensemble character and will be determined after audition dates

Dates to Remember

Audition Days:

Ben/Drew/Will: March 18th (CAT 30)

Kathy/Ashley: March 19th (CAT 30)

Duncan/Quince/Sarah/Zack: March 20th (After School)

Callbacks:March 21st-22nd (CAT 30)

Duncan/Zack/Sarah, Duncan/Ben/Will: March 21st

Drew/Duncan, Kathy/Quince:March 22nd

Rehearsal Days:

First Rehearsal: April 8th

Show Dates: TBD

Cast donation: $10

Expectations



If you are cast in the show, I hope your experiences during rehearsals and performances will be fun ones. However,
in order for the production to run smoothly, with a minimum of frustration for all involved, certain rules must be

followed.

1) Absences: Attendance will be taken daily. For the most part, you won’t need to be at every single rehearsal
except for days you are on the calendar, and during tech week and dress rehearsals. A detailed rehearsal calendar
will be provided for you. The calendar takes into consideration other commitments you might have like work,
athletics, music lessons, etc. I want to accommodate you, so please accommodate me by scheduling your other
commitments around your rehearsal schedule. Attendance at scheduled rehearsals is mandatory and important to
the overall production. Appointments made on scheduled rehearsal days will count as unexcused. Of course
emergencies happen and an absence may occur. If an absence is necessary, your parent/guardian MUST let Mr. Irvin
know ahead of time. DO NOT tell an assistant director or another cast member. Frequent, unexcused absences
WILL result in removal from the production. You will be dropped after the 3rd unexcused absence. Dress
Rehearsals are mandatory. If even one person is missing from a dress rehearsal, it affects all cast and crew
members and the overall effectiveness of the rehearsal. Therefore, absence from a Dress Rehearsal (or
performance) may result in automatic removal from the production regardless of the reason or number of
absences already accrued.

2) Tardiness: Rehearsals begin promptly at 4 pm Monday through Friday at 9 am Saturday. BE ON TIME!!!
A warning will be given after the first tardy. The 2nd will result in parent contact. The 3rd tardy will result in
probation. Upon the 4th tardy, the student may be dismissed from the show. On time means you are at rehearsal
BEFORE rehearsal is scheduled to start.

3) Food and Drink: performers may eat and drink during rehearsal as long as it is outside, away from the
rehearsal/performance areas and DOES NOT interfere with rehearsal.

4) Behavior/Professionalism: Professionalism and support is tantamount to the success of any production.
Rude, disparaging, slanderous, and overall negative comments posted on social media regarding casting, the
production, other cast members, and or the CHS theatre department by a cast member, or family member, may result
in immediate dismissal of that cast member from the production.

5) Fighting/Language: Campus policies regarding foul language and fighting will be strictly adhered to.
Continued foul or abusive language will result in dismissal from the production. If any cast member lays hands on
another, that cast/crew member WILL BE immediately dropped from the show and will face disciplinary action
from school administration.

6) Grades: Weekly grade reports (or grade print outs) are required from ALL cast members. I’m expecting
your grades to be maintained. CHS eligibility rules regarding grades will be strictly adhered to.


